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Sigrid Rausing Trust and the School for Social Entrepreneurs join forces to support new generation of entrepreneurial activists

The Sigrid Rausing Trust and the School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) have teamed up to create five bursaries on the School’s new programme. Worth £5k each, the Sigrid Rausing bursaries will enable a clutch of talented individuals to develop themselves and transform their organisations at the School. All of them are delivering innovative approaches to supporting women and defending human rights, specialist areas for the Trust, one of the top twenty British based philanthropic foundations.

James Greenshields, a former World Service journalist and one of the bursary recipients, launched Prison Radio in January with the help of inmates at Wandsworth Prison and Cherie Booth QC. James aims to improve communications for the prison population and train prisoners in tradeable skills to help them find employment on release. He is building on the success of using radio to garner practical improvements in rural African villages.

Olivia Mirembe, is using her year at the School to build a secure organisation dedicated to helping women sex workers and African communities in East London afflicted by poverty, exclusion, substance use and HIV and AIDs. Olivia is only too familiar with the combination of skill and confidence this is going to take. Her past as a street child in Uganda seems a distant memory now she has founded and runs the Trans Ocean Development Agency, but it is that experience which still informs Olivia’s approach to combining the arts and an emphasis on culture and self-expression with education, training and economic development.

The Sigrid Rausing bursaries will enable James, Olivia and their colleagues to take a rare opportunity to step back from the constant demands of running small organisations to explore the strategies employed by social entrepreneurs who have successfully grown or replicated projects. Through the SSE, they will be able to understand better what has led to their early success and plan effectively. With strong peer support and new networks, they will be able to strengthen their entrepreneurial skills and shape sustainable ways to leverage greater social impact.

“The Sigrid Rausing Trust partnership is brilliant,” says SSE chief executive Rowena Young. “The Trust is a smart, passionate funder with a really well-developed understanding of the value and needs of the people we share an interest in. We both know social entrepreneurs are very demanding and need learning supports absolutely tailored to them and their projects. We do this well, but we need financial support to ensure people get help when they most need it - regardless of their ability to pay for programmes.”

“The Trust appreciates the SSE’s original approach to social enterprise and values the way it takes each student and offers them an individual programmes designed to turn them into fully fledged social entrepreneurs contributing to their communities,” says Trust director Jo Andrews. “The Trust is also interested in this because it wants to invest in the long term future of the entire NGO sector – plain sense for a grant giving organisation.”

The Sigrid Rausing Trust is investing a total of £75k in SSE this year. If the collaboration is a success, the two agencies plan a longer term strategic partnership which mutually reinforces each other’s goals.

Notes to editors

1. The SSE is a growing network of Schools in Fife, Belfast, East and West Midlands, London and Restormel in Cornwall. The School for Social Entrepreneurs runs year-long ‘action learning’ programmes. Students develop practical projects and businesses, learning from expert witnesses (people who’ve been there and done it), tutors at the School, mentors and each other. The School was launched in 1997 by Lord Michael Young, founder of the Open University and the Consumers’ Association and over 50 other institutions. See www.sse.org.uk or tel 020 8981 0300 for details.

2. The Sigrid Rausing Trust gives away £10 million a year. It is the UK’s top private funder of international human rights organisations and also the largest private funder of groups that support women. It was set up in 1995. See www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org. Tel 020 7727 6814 (not for publication).

3 The beneficiaries of the Sigrid Rausing bursaries are:

Michelle Bahariar, Cooltan Arts

Cooltan gives women in South London experiencing mental ill-health, trauma or domestic violence the means of producing professional visual art, in the process increasing the self-esteem and ability to help themselves.

Ros Lucas, Institute of Advisers

The Institute is developing quality standards and training opportunities for the UK’s voluntary sector advisers who provide essential information and advice to the most socially disadvantaged groups.

James Greenshields, Prison Radio

Prison Radio aims to give inmates the means of expressing their views and improving communications through high quality, popular broadcasting. Inmates will learn to run the radio stations, in the process gaining valuable skills and experience and increasing their prospects of employment on release.

Lulijeta Nuzi, Shpresa

Shpresa is a refugee-led initiative to promote the social well-being and economic health of the Albanian community, particularly women, in East London. Shpresa runs children’s activities, translation and advice services, training and employment, leisure and arts.

Olivia Mirembe, Trans Ocean Development Agency

The Trans Ocean Development Agency offers an evolving programme of support to African communities in Barking, East London. The Agency has been working with performing artists to promote self-expression and help the community identify its needs and devise its own solutions. HIV and AIDs initiatives have been key, and the Agency is now adding training and employment-related services.

