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PRESS NOTICE: Embargo: 00:00 9th September 2008
Government urged to take a back seat in helping deprived communities
The Government should step back from trying to regenerate deprived communities and instead provide the resources to allow them to help themselves, according to a new report.

Sustainable Paths to Community Development1 published by the School for Social Entrepreneurs2 on Tuesday 9th September, argues that the gap between rich and poor is widening and that this has led to social fragmentation and isolation of poorer communities.

The authors argue that top-down government attempts at regeneration such as the New Deal for Communities have inadequate impact because they over-emphasise democratic and bureaucratic concerns and don’t make use of local talents, knowledge and resources.  Central to this problem is the fear of officialdom in handing over control.

The report points to small-scale, community-based initiatives, which focus on individual and community learning through experience, as the best way to break the deep-rooted cycle of deprivation and exclusion and outlines successful examples3.

Described as “a polite, but unmistakable, eviction notice to the established order” in the foreword by Greg Clark, Shadow Minister for Charities, Social Enterprise and Volunteering, the study says that trusted community activists rather than government officials are best placed to lift their neighbourhoods out of poverty. 

Official agencies despite their fears should provide practical and financial support but should “shed the tendency to wish to control or dominate those whom they are supposed to serve,” and instead transfer power to the communities they are trying to help.

“Very often individual people are at the heart of the changes that are needed,” say co-authors Don and Charlotte Young, “We are very optimistic about the capacity of many people in deprived communities to help themselves and others, given suitable support.”

For more information please contact: Nick Temple 0208 981 0300 or Sam Hart on 07740531250
Notes to editors

1 Sustainable Paths to Community Development: Helping Deprived Communities to Help Themselves is written by Don and Charlotte Young (Chair of the SSE)
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2 The School for Social Entrepreneurs provides training and opportunities to enable people to use their entrepreneurial abilities for social benefit. It was founded in 1997 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington), who founded the Consumers' Association and the Open University. 
See www.sse.org.uk for more

3 Case studies from the report are available on request
