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PRESS NOTICE – for immediate release

Generation Y Not? New social entrepreneurs challenge the status quo 

On Friday March 14th, 43 social entrepreneurs completed the London School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) programme, all of whom are establishing and leading new organisations meeting unmet social needs in innovative and sustainable ways.

The Fellowship ceremony, held at social enterprise Coin Street’s new Neighbourhood Centre, featured presentations from all 43 participants (in two groups), as well as from broadcaster Simon Fanshawe and SSE Chief Executive Alastair Wilson. Each was presented with a certificate as recognition of their achievements, and as a welcome to the SSE Fellowship, which now numbers over 360.

Recent independent evaluations of SSE’s work have shown that SSE Fellows establish sustainable organisations (85% are still in existence), create jobs and volunteering positions (3 and 7 per Fellow, on average), gain an average five-fold increase in turnover, and gain confidence in their skills and ability to lead (88% of Fellows)(.

Those graduating this March include:

- Moses Okello, who is working to establish Musa House, a small orphanage in sub-Saharan Africa for HIV/AIDS orphans (www.musahouse.com)

- Genevieve Dowokpor, who runs Youthology, a non-profit providing youth-led, high quality learning experiences to young people in East London (www.youthologyuk.com)

- Leon Pearson, who leads VegZed, a social enterprise that delivers (by bike) fresh, local and seasonal fruit, vegetables and other foods to residents and workers in the borough of Sutton, aiming to minimise the ecological footprint of our food supply (www.vegzed.org.uk)
------------------------------

Alastair Wilson, SSE Chief Executive, said: “We are delighted to welcome these amazing individuals into the wider Fellowship SSE today. They are committed individuals who create real, radical, sustainable change from the grassroots up. It is a pleasure and inspiration to support them in their ongoing endeavours, and we look forward to tracking their progress.”
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Notes for Editors:

1. The graduation took place at Coin Street Neighbourhood Centre, 108 Stamford Street
London SE1 9NH (See www.coinstreet.org.uk for more information).


2. Forty-three students entered the SSE Fellowship; organisation and individual details, and photos, are available on request. See http://tinyurl.com/2zbmpy
3. For further information and interviews with social entrepreneurs contact:  SSE on 020 8981 0300; office@sse.org.uk; Nick Temple 07968 810716
4. The SSE was founded by serial social entrepreneur Michael Young, who also established the Open University and the Consumers’ Association (Which? Magazine). It provides support to individuals who are acting entrepreneurially for social benefit, rather than personal profit. There are now over 250 Fellows who have completed the programme since 1998, in locations across the UK. See www.sse.org.uk for more


5. The 2007 evaluation report on the past 9 years work of the SSE was conducted independently by the New Economics Foundation and is available on request.

