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PRESS NOTICE – for immediate release

School for Social Entrepreneurs funded in recession action plan

The School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) has received a £500,000 investment as part of the government’s recession action plan for the third sector. The money will allow the organisation to further its regional replication and invest in central staffing capacity. These moves will mean a doubling in the numbers of social entrepreneurs being supported across the SSE network from April 2009.

The third sector action plan, Real Help for Communities: Volunteers, Charities and Social Enterprises, pledges £42.5m to help volunteers, charities and social enterprises deliver real help and support to those that need it most in the current economic climate. It is a targeted package that also includes:

· Up to £10 million investment in volunteer brokerage scheme for unemployed people with create over 40,000 opportunities for people to learn new skills and give back to communities through volunteering. 
· A £15.5 million Community Resilience Fund will provide grant funding to small and medium providers in the most deprived communities. 

· A £16.5 million modernisation fund to help with the cost of mergers, partnerships and moves to more efficient sharing of back office functions for at least 3000 third sector organisations.
SSE will utilise the funding to further its regional replication, increasing the number of opportunities for potential social entrepreneurs to get tailored support and development. SSE’s action learning programmes have a decade-long track record in helping social entrepreneurs increase their confidence and skills, create jobs and volunteering positions, and in the establishment of sustainable and effective organisations3. 
SSE will focus its activity in areas in need of social and economic regeneration, and prioritise assisting those in the most deprived and disadvantaged areas. 


Alastair Wilson, SSE Chief Executive, said: "SSE is delighted to receive this investment from the Office of the Third Sector as part of the action plan. It will make a significant difference in enabling us to expand and enhance the impact of our work supporting social entrepreneurs across the country at a time when it is most needed."
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Notes for Editors:


1. The SSE was founded by serial social entrepreneur Michael Young. It provides support to individuals who are acting entrepreneurially for social benefit, rather than personal profit. There are now over 360 Fellows who have completed the programme since 1998, in locations across the UK. See www.sse.org.uk for more

2. For further information and interviews with social entrepreneurs contact:  SSE on 020 8981 0300; office@sse.org.uk; Nick Temple 07968 810716
3. Independent evaluations of SSE’s work have found that SSE Fellows, on average, create 3 jobs and 7 volunteering opportunities each; that 90% increase their confidence and skills to lead; and that 85% of organisations established on SSE programmes are still in existence.

