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18 Victoria Park Square, Bethnal Green, London, E2 9PF

Tel: 0181 981 0300
Fax: 0181 983 4655

Thursday 20 May 1999
SEARCH STARTS FOR NEW MILLENIUM’S 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS

A search across London for social entrepreneurs to lead the UK in the new millennium starts today (20 May), with the School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) calling for student applications.

The SSE exists to identify and encourage entrepreneurial talent amongst people who want to work for public benefit.  Set up in 1997 in partnership with voluntary and public sector bodies, the School is funded by various sources including the National Lottery Charities Board, corporate companies including Marks & Spencer and HSBC Holdings and charitable trusts. 

The School’s founder and chairman, Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington), who also founded the Consumers’ Association and Open University said:

“The SSE is a unique training ground for people high-minded enough to be concerned about what is going wrong with society and hard headed enough to do something about it.

“We believe that a great many more people have the potential to make a positive impact on society than actually do.  Moreover those who are making a difference could achieve even more if given opportunities for creative thinking and the support of a network of people with similar aims and aspirations.  The SSE gives its students this support.”

more….

2.

The SSE ran a pilot course last year for 22 students who varied in age, experience and background, taking in voluntary, public and business sectors.  Students have worked on a variety of projects including:

· Turning a community Credit Union into a People’s Bank

· Developing new ways to tackle disputes within and between charities

· Setting up a youth community centre

· Organising a multi-cultural community festival

The School is especially keen for companies, as well as voluntary organisations, to be involved in the training initiative and benefit from students’ innovative work. Business may be interested in funding employees to become students or by becoming partner organisations themselves.
ends

For more information and interview requests please contact

Anne Wallis on 0171 340 2211 (pager 01523 702863) or 

James Smith on 0181 981 0300 (mobile 0370 928329).

Notes to Editors

Interested individuals or companies can obtain further information by contacting:

-
James Smith, Director of the School for Social Entrepreneurs, 18 Victoria Park Square, Bethnal Green, London E2 9PF. Tel: 0181 981 0300 Fax: 0181 983 4655 e-mail james.smith@sse.org.uk

Or visit the SSE website on www.sse.org.uk

Potential students or partner organisations need to consider the cost of tuition fees and living expenses. The School itself is able to offer a limited number of bursaries to cover living expenses and/or tuition fees, subject to individual circumstances, but applicants are strongly encouraged to investigate other means of support.
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