PRESS NOTICE – for release December 13th
Generation Yes: the next wave of social business leaders are here

On Wednesday December 13th, 19 social entrepreneurs will graduate from the London School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE), all of whom are leading new organisations and initiatives that are meeting unmet social needs in innovative ways.

The graduation will celebrate the success and achievements of these true changemakers. It will give them deserved recognition, and also give an insight into how such individuals are changing the way we view the old divide between private business and social welfare.

Recent independent evaluations of SSE’s work have shown that SSE Fellows establish sustainable organisations (85% are still in existence), create jobs and volunteering positions (30 and 70 respectively per 10 Fellows), gain an average five-fold increase in turnover, and gain confidence in their skills and ability to lead (90% of Fellows)(.

Those graduating this December include:

- Debbie Ariyo, who founded and runs AFRUCA, which campaigns against the trafficking of African children into Britain; 

- Ola Onigbinde, who has set up Faith Action, a magazine and web-based company to connect policy makers and public service deliverers with faith communities;

- Halit Firat, who has established KATRE, a community-based organisation providing services to the Kurdish and Turkish community;

The event will be hosted by writer and broadcaster Simon Fanshawe, and be attended by Hilary Armstrong, Minister for the Cabinet Office.

Alastair Wilson, Chief Executive of the School for Social Entrepreneurs says: “These inspirational social entrepreneurs, working across sectors in a wide range of areas, are the leaders of change in society: challenging the status quo and developing new solutions where they are most needed.”


Notes to Editors:

1. The graduation will take place at the Rich Mix Centre, 35-47 Bethnal Green Road, London, E1 6LA in two sections: 10:30am-12:30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm


2. Nineteen students will be entering the SSE Fellowship today; details, and photos, of all are available on request; photo opportunities will also be possible at 12.30pm and 3.30pm 

3. For further information and interviews with social entrepreneurs contact:  SSE on 020 8981 0300; office@sse.org.uk; Nick Temple 07968 810716 or Alastair Wilson 07904 071140
4. The SSE was founded by serial social entrepreneur Michael Young, who also established the Open University and the Consumers’ Association (Which? Magazine). It provides support to individuals who are acting entrepreneurially for social benefit, rather than personal profit. There are now over 250 Fellows who have completed the programme since 1998, in locations across the UK. See www.sse.org.uk for more

5. The 2006 evaluation report on the past 8 years work of the SSE was conducted independently by the New Economics Foundation and is available on request.

