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Mother Theresa meets Richard Branson at Awards Ceremony 
for London’s Most Caring Entrepreneurs

The capital’s brightest entrepreneurs are proving that big business does not always equal big profit at an awards ceremony in London today. Minister for State and Industry Alun Michael will join graduates from the School for Social Entrepreneurs – the country’s most innovative business centre – to celebrate their success in bringing about social change. The school – for the ‘hard-headed and high minded’ - trains students to use business skills for grassroots transformation rather than personal profit.

Today’s graduates have combined compassion with sharp business acumen to make a difference in their communities. They include former lawyer Ase Obunge who has established a community mediation group to resolve neighbourhood disputes, Mobeen Butt who has developed a youth project which combines academic tutoring with martial arts and Nathalie McDermott whose radio production company brings diversity into the media by employing disadvantaged people as journalists - including ex-offenders and refugees.

The school was established by the founder of the Open University Michael Young in 1997 and currently has a network of six centres in the UK. Around 300 former students are working throughout the country bringing social transformation to prisons, schools, youth groups and other communities.  And although social enterprise may not make individuals rich – the benefits for society are huge. There are currently 15,000 social enterprises in the UK contributing £18 billion to the UK economy.

Alastair Wilson, Chief Executive of the School for Social Entrepreneurs says: 

“The SSE separates the well-intentioned from those who do.  Today is an opportunity to say a public thankyou to these unsung heroes.” 

The Rt Hon Alun Michael, Minister of State for Industry and the Regions, presenting the Fellowship Awards, says:

 "Our country needs entrepreneurs - people who take a lead and have a "can do" attitude to life. That is needed in small businesses, large corporations and indeed in the public sector. But the School for Social Entrepreneurs is a particularly British example of enterprise. The late Michael Young believed that leadership in social enterprise can be taught and caught - and I agree with him passionately. The School encourages the most creative and innovative entrepreneurs to use their talent to make a real difference in their community. I am delighted to welcome these social entrepreneurs as Fellows of the School today and congratulate them on their achievements."

Social Entrepreneur Ase Obunge (pronounced Assay) says:

 “Each one of us can make a difference. My business shows it’s possible to help communities as well as earning a living.”  

Notes to Editors:

1. Fourteen students will be entering the SSE Fellowship today after graduating from the School’s Essentials Programme

2. SSE London is recruiting students now for its 2006 programmes starting in February
3. For further information and interviews with social entrepreneurs contact:  SSE  on 020 8981 0300; office@sse.org.uk; Matthew Thomson 077404 22679, Nick Temple 079688 10716 or Alastair Wilson 079040 71140
4. Photo Opportunity: SSE Fellowship Ceremony, 15th December at 10:35am, Attlee Suite, Portcullis House; contact necessary in advance

