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PRESS NOTICE – for release Tuesday June 26th 2007

Leadership in action: reports call for people-centred social enterprise support

On Tuesday 26th June, the School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) launches two important new publications of wide importance to the third sector, government and regeneration agencies. The first is an independent evaluation of the SSE’s work and impact since 1997, while the second examines the journeys of successful social entrepreneurs. Both make a strong case for people being the key to sustainable change, and for tailored support for social entrepreneurs.

- ‘Evaluation of the School for Social Entrepreneurs’ is a summary of an in-depth report by the new economics foundation into SSE activity and impact, with a foreword by Ed Miliband MP, Minister for the Third Sector. Headlines from the report include:

· 85% of all organisations established whilst at the SSE are still in existence (since 1998)

· Each SSE Fellow, on average, creates 3 jobs and 7 volunteering positions

· Over 60% reported an increase in turnover after completing the SSE programme; on average, a five-fold increase
· 88% of individuals on the programme experience a growth in confidence and skills to lead their organisation; 60% agreed that their confidence continued to rise afterwards

- ‘Leadership in the Social Economy’, written by Charlotte Chambers (SSE Chair) and Fiona Edwards-Stuart, is a new research report into the journeys of successful social entrepreneurs, including their common features and characteristics, how these relate to organisational life-cycles, and specific recommendations for government, funders, trustees and support agencies. 

Both reports will be launched at an event from 4-7pm at NESTA, with speakers including Hilary Armstrong MP, Minister for the Cabinet Office, Liam Black, Director of the Fifteen Foundation, and Alastair Wilson, SSE Chief Executive. Their keynote speeches will be followed by short, punchy workshops on the two publications, and then networking drinks. 

------------------------------

Hilary Armstrong MP, Cabinet Minister for Social Exclusion, says: “Graduates of the School for Social Entrepreneurs combine a commitment to social justice with a can-do attitude that produces consistently admirable achievements in driving social and environmental change. The School is an outstanding example of just why the social enterprise sector is so inspiring, and I look forward to the expertise and experience they will bring to both our Social Enterprise Ambassadors programme and as a new strategic partner to the Office of the Third Sector." 
Alastair Wilson, SSE Chief Executive, says: “These two reports make a compelling case for supporting social entrepreneurs as a means of driving social change. Both serve as crucial reminders to all in the third sector that sustainable organisations are people-powered, and that our most crucial resources are human ones.”
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Notes to Editors:

1. The event will take place at NESTA, 1 Plough Place, London EC4A 1DE

2. For further information and interviews, contact:  SSE on 020 8981 0300; Nick Temple, SSE Network Director 07968 810716; nick.temple@sse.org.uk

3. 
The SSE was founded by serial social entrepreneur Michael Young, who also established the Open University and the Consumers’ Association. It provides support to individuals who are acting entrepreneurially for social benefit, rather than personal profit. There are now over 300 Fellows who have completed programmes across the UK. See www.sse.org.uk for more.

4.
Embargoed copies of both reports available on request.
