PRESS NOTICE – for immediate release

A winning team: housing associations and social entrepreneurs take gold!

On Thursday May 24th, the Housing Corporation’s Gold Awards were announced, and two Fellows of the School for Social Entrepreneurs were amongst the winning housing association teams. Halit Firat, who established and runs KATRE (Kurdish and Turkish Residents of England), and Chrissy Townsend, who founded and runs the Teviot Action Group, were both present at the event in central London to receive the awards from Housing Corporation Chairman Peter Dixon.

Both Halit and Chrissy have worked in close partnership with their respective housing associations, London Quadrant (with Metropolitan Housing Trust) and Poplar HARCA. The awards, both in the Empowering Communities category, have shown how a genuine partnership between grassroots social entrepreneurs and housing associations can have a real transformative impact on local communities.

Launched in June 2005 by the Housing Corporation, the Gold Award competition is open to housing associations able to demonstrate outstanding performance in key areas of business. The award aims to identify excellence and raise operational standards for the benefit of residents across the sector. A record number of housing associations submitted bids to take part - 40% up on last year. Each winning association will receive a cash boost of £50,000 to help fund their involvement in a year-long programme of knowledge dissemination.

Alastair Wilson, Chief Executive of the School for Social Entrepreneurs says: “Halit and Chrissy are inspirational social entrepreneurs who, in partnership with forward thinking housing associations, are helping to regenerate and transform their communities from the bottom-up. The recognition for their work, and that of their respective partners, is well-deserved, and I congratulate them on their continued success.”
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Notes to Editors:

1. Pictures from the awards event will be available; for more information please contact Sandra White on 0207 393 2094 or Naomi Evans on 0207 393 2118 at Housing Corporation


2. The judging panel included the following:  Sir Duncan Michael, Housing Corporation Board;  Lord Richard Best, Joseph Rowntree Foundation; David Orr, National Housing Federation; Roy Irwin, Audit Commission; Professor David Strong, Building Research Establishment; Shaukat Moledina, Deputy Chairman, Housing Corporation; Donald Hoodless, Housing Corporation Board; Julie Fawcett, Housing Corporation Board 

3. London Quadrant / Metropolitan Housing Trust with KATRE: The project provides a range of key services, including drop in sessions, monthly public information meetings on health, education, community safety and other issues. More than 200 people are involved in the project and nearly 1,000 people have used its services.
4. Poplar HARCA with Teviot Action Group: Nine elected estate boards each manages a large slice of the annual maintenance budget, and residents’ groups tackle regeneration issues. HARCA has spent money bringing the housing up to the Decent Home Standard. It has built six multi-use community centres with sports, social and training and nursery facilities, which have 90,000 visits a year and where 300 separate activities take place every week

5. The Housing Corporation is the Government agency responsible for investing in new affordable homes and regulating over 1,500 housing associations across England. www.housingcorp.gov.uk
6. The School for Social Entrepreneurs is a non-profit organisation which provides tailored support and learning for social entrepreneurs across the UK, and has done since 1997. www.sse.org.uk
