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Press Release

Embargoed: 13 December 2002

Fife regeneration agency BRAG Enterprises launches first Associate School for Social Entrepreneurs
Fife-based learning and economic regeneration agency, BRAG Enterprises,

today launched the first Associate School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) in order to  provide training and support for a new breed of movers and shakers in the social economy.

BRAG Enterprises has gone into partnership with the School

for Social Entrepreneurs to deliver a programme of action learning designed to

encourage individuals to take enterprising, innovative and hard-headed approaches to tackling problems in their communities.

Mark Cullens, General Manager of BRAG Enterprises, said:

“I saw a real need in this area to give support to enterprising individuals to put into practice their own solutions to problems within their own community. The SSE approach appealed to me because it is based on taking action and it encourages people to take risks and act entrepreneurially to solve longstanding problems.”   

The Associate SSE will be opened by Gordon Brown, Chancellor of the Exchequer, local MP and long-term supporter of BRAG Enterprises.  He commented:

‘ I am delighted that BRAG enterprises is opening a School for Social Entrepreneurs here in Fife. Social entrepreneurs have a vital role to play in the regeneration of our communities by empowering local people to take charge of their futures.

From improving IT provision to recycling and redesigning furniture and providing affordable childcare, every one of the students at the school is developing new and innovative ways of tackling the long-term problems affecting our community and making a real difference to the future of Fife.’
The Associate SSE opens at a time of growing interest in social entrepreneurs and their role in community regeneration in Scotland. Plans for a Scottish Centre of Excellence in Regeneration and the Scottish Executive Regeneration Statement – Better Communities in Scotland: Closing the Gap - both recognise that increasing the skills and confidence of local people and involving them in planning and delivery are key to improvements in public services and the quality of life. A long awaited policy on energizing the social economy in Scotland is also due before Christmas.

The Associate SSE has recruited 12 students for its first programme, which started in July. They are developing projects ranging from sports activities to engage the young unemployed to healthy eating enterprises . Financial support has been generously provided by Fife Enterprise, the Coalfields Regeneration Trust and the European Social Fund. Brag are now recruiting for a second programme to start in April. 

Josie Mitchell, one of this year’s students, who is developing a project using child-led methods to address problems of child obesity said,

“The SSE has given me focus. It’s the place I can go where there is time for me and the project. It’s allowed me to meet the goals I have set for myself and to really get the project up and running. It’s given me access to a group of like-minded people all working on their own ideas to benefit the community and access to information and resources.”

The school is the first in a network of Associate Schools for Social Entrepreneurs which are being developed by SSE and local partners around the UK.

SSE Chief Executive, Rowena Young, said:

“The SSE has a proven approach to enabling people to enhance their entrepreneurial effectiveness and transform disadvantaged communities long-term. Our job now is to make sure individuals – wherever they are – can benefit from our experience. BRAG have amply demonstrated Scotland’s entrepreneurial spirit at its best – theirs’ is the first Associate School to hit the ground. Now we look forward to seeing how its students and their projects take flight and to welcoming other Associate Schools into a fellowship of social entrepreneurs across Great Britain and Ireland.”

Ends

For further information contact Frances Cornford at SSE 020 8981 0300/ 07970 704 886 or Tracey Muirhead at Brag Enterprises 01592 860296

Notes to Editors
1. The Associate School for Social Entrepreneurs, Fife will be launched on 13 December 2002 at 12.45 pm by the Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP at Brag Enterprises, Crosshill Business Centre, Main Street, Crosshill, Lochgelly, Fife KY5 8BJ

SSE background

Launched in July 1997 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington), the School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) is the latest distinguished organisation to develop out of the Institute of Community Studies, the body responsible for establishing the Consumer’s Association and the Open University.

The purpose of the School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) is to identify, support and encourage entrepreneurial capacity amongst people working for public benefit. Our main goal is to increase society’s capacity to deal with social problems through people whose attitude and drive make things happen.

The SSE believes that entrepreneurial behaviour is best developed by a learning climate that is practical and developmental, rather than academic. The SSE believes that more people have the potential to innovate than actually do so, and that those who do could achieve much more if given the opportunity to learn with a group of people with similar goals and talents. 

SSE has run a programme from Bethnal Green in the East End of London for the last five years. This year it is running a UK programme with groups of students in London and Edinburgh. It is also developing a network of provision for social entrepreneurs across the UK and Ireland by developing Associate Schools with local partners. The Associate SSE in Crosshill, Fife, run by Brag Enterprises is the first of these to launch. Other Associate Schools are being developed in the East Midlands, Belfast, Gloucester, Devon and Cornwall.
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BRAG Enterprises (Benarty Regeneration Action Group), based in the Crosshill Business Centre, Crosshill, is a voluntary, “not for profit” organisation, acting as the lead agency delivering community-based learning provision and economic regeneration in the Central Fife Coalfields Area. As a Local Economic Development Agency, our vision is …..”
To assist in the creation of a vibrant economy in Central Fife – an economy in which all the key indicators are at least on a par with Scotland as a whole.”
BRAG was originally established in 1988 by the people of Benarty in response to the Coal Industry closures to assist in addressing the subsequent high levels of unemployment prevalent in the area. Those who were and still are involved, recognise the importance of diversification, flexible re-training options, the provision of locally-based learning opportunities and in the development new skills that meet with learner interest and employer demand. 

Since it’s inception, the organisation has built up a significant track record in the delivery and successful management of a range of innovative local projects linked to economic and area regeneration including the significant re-development of the Crosshill Business Centre, and the creation of Call Centre and childcare facilities following the purchase and renovation of two properties in Lochgelly.

BRAG has developed a portfolio of successful funding applications in partnership with Fife Council, the FE sector, Scottish Enterprise Fife and with other voluntary sector organisations that has enabled it to draw down considerable levels grant from a number of sources including European Funding for capital and revenue projects through the Objective 2 and 3 Programmes; Lottery; Rural Challenge; Coalfields Regeneration Trust; Capital Modernisation Fund and Scottish Homes. 
The Central Fife Coalfields area, where the organisation is based, remains one of very high unemployment, multiple deprivation and disadvantage. The local communities still face many of the traditionally-associated barriers to accessing training and employment opportunities, namely, low income, difficulties with childcare/dependant care, lack of self-confidence and self-esteem, poor educational attainment, lack of car ownership and poor transport links. However, it is also an area of tremendous community spirit, co-operative effort and amazing potential where we see progress being made every day.

The Crosshill Centre was officially branded by the Scottish University for Industry (SUfI) as college@BRAG in March 2001 and strives to help learners overcome many of these barriers to learning and employment. By providing demand-led, community-based learning opportunities and preventative assistance to raise employability, we can assist those people without jobs return quickly to the labour market or self-employment, through the provision of appropriately tailored learning opportunities. 

Courses, leading to SVQ level II qualifications in Administration and Information Technology, are part-funded through Priority 1 (“Raising Employability of the Short-term Unemployed”), of the Scottish Objective 3 Programme, and combine real work experience, raising employment potential, career planning and the development of work-readiness as key elements. Our students are often drawn from a number of harder to reach groups at risk of being socially excluded, and as such occasionally need extra support and mentoring to re-build confidence in their ability.

As an accredited learndirectScotland Centre, this further demonstrates that the partnership of BRAG Enterprises, Fife Council and Glenrothes College is delivering a quality and valued service to the community. The successful branding of the Centre has enabled the organisation to secure a Capital Modernisation Fund bid of some £49k to improve the IT/ICT equipment and learning environment for students and other service users. The Centre now has 35 new high specification computers, data projectors for teaching and conference use, as well as portable equipment for use at training events and presentations and a modern Internet Café for community access.

The 5 main elements of the organisation’s work are :

Learning and Training 

· Providing a range of vocational training programmes

· Delivering community-based learning opportunities

· Encouraging employee development programmes

· Flexible learning & drop-in facilities

School for Social Entrepreneurs

· Support for project and business development for community and social benefit

· Provision of individualized and group learning packages

· Mentoring

· Personal and peer support

· “Learning by Doing”

Local Economic Development

· Supporting existing and developing community businesses

· Delivering local economic development as part of a service-level agreement with Fife Council

· Supporting communities and individuals in accessing funding

Small Business Development 

· Supporting the growth of small businesses

· Developing new managed workspace locally

New Deal 

· Jointly managing and delivering the Voluntary Sector Option for Fife

· Delivery of 18-24 year olds and 25+ programmes
Joint delivery with Fife Council of the Progress Fife project
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Associate School for Social Entrepreneurs, Fife

Students

Martin Gallagher

The proposed running of a  DJ / production workshop, within the community.

Josephine Mitchell

The main element of the project would be to look at the issue of child/youth obesity in a much wider context, without the main focus being of ways to lose weight.

Jacqueline Smith

The focus will be a project named Sweet Charity . To work closely with other agencies that promote re-cycling and use the advise that is given.

Kenneth Moyles

A project aimed at collecting, repairing and re-upholstering of household furnishings to socially excluded groups. Research for council, housing associations and housing departments to re-cycle furnishings with a routeway for re-designing.

Gary Kirkpatrick

The proposed development of an internet café in the Cowdenbeath area together with information center for youth initiatives, adult guidance issues.

Shaun R McKillop

Equal rights organization for gays, lesbians and bi-sexuals and transgender individuals in the Fife area. The project will be focused on the need for services and support for this target group.

Dawn Robertson

The provision of affordable childcare in areas where this is not readily available, hence providing parents with the opportunity to do something for themselves(attend training courses/ volunteer / Take up employment opportunities with the added benefits of lifecoaching.

Christine McLellan

To turn an under utilized village hall into a thriving community centre.

To access funding to re-furbish and modernize the premises – also to introduce activities to the hall which have been sadly lacking in bygone years.  To re-create the community that once was.
Jan Martinez

Creating T.W.O.K. (The Wilfully Organic Kingdom) –offering socially excluded groups alternative therapies to health and good living. Providing access to volunteers and their professional knowledge in offering affordable alternative remedies. Advising on healthy eating initiatives incorporating organic growing and eating.

Lou Nisbet

The project is based on two existing websites . The aims of the project are to promote these two sites particulary to educational establishments.  Both sites are non-profit making.

Avz Crossley

The aim of this particular project in West Fife is to develop a local women’s Fife Women's Network, focusing on areas in most need and increasing the level of service provided by us and others identified by local women as being most needed. This project developed from consulting our members in 2000.  We are seeking funding to employ a local development worker to widen our service provision into the community to meet the growing demands for our services throughout Fife and the local area.

James Provan

The Kickstart Project is aimed at the 16 to 21 age group who have got or have had an interest in sports.  The Project targets those who are finding life difficult since leaving school with long term unemployment, crime and drugs the future for many at this age.

Kick Start gives people the opportunity to get something out of life again in the way ofsporting activities
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