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PRESS NOTICE: Embargo October 2nd 2008
Social entrepreneurs’ reunion celebrates 10 years of success: 

and more durability than conventional business
The social entrepreneurs who attended the first ever programme at the School for Social Entrepreneurs in 1998 are being reunited on October 2nd to celebrate a decade of success and sustainability.

The School for Social Entrepreneurs was founded by serial social entrepreneur Michael Young in 1997, and it commenced operations in early 1998.The first, pioneering national programme supported 23 individuals, including current SSE Chief Executive Alastair Wilson. Most of these students, and the original staff involved, will attend a celebratory dinner in Bethnal Green.

The programme timetable now reads like a ‘who’s who’ of the third sector and beyond, as expert witnesses in the first few months alone included David Robinson (Community Links), John Bird (Big Issue), Charles Handy, Andrew Mawson (Bromley-by-Bow), Jon Snow (Channel 4), Kay Andrews (now Baroness Andrews, DCLG), Dr Anne Power (LSE) and many more.

SSE continues to deliver personal and organisational development to individual social entrepreneurs, and has since grown to a networked franchise of 7 centres around the UK. The SSE Fellowship, starting with that first cohort, now numbers over 400 and is growing exponentially with more than 100 being supported each year. 

An independent evaluation of SSE’s work conducted in 2007
 found that 67% of organisations from that initial 1998 cohort are still operating, which compares with business survival rates of 39-43% over the same period. The same report found that each SSE Fellow creates 3 jobs and 7 volunteering positions on average, whilst 88% experience a growth in confidence and skills to lead their organisation.
SSE Chief Executive Alastair Wilson says: “I remember Michael Young launching the SSE 10 years ago by saying that it would ‘pursue high-mindedness and hard-headedness in harness’. That combination of social mission and entrepreneurial pragmatism continues to this day in the work of all of our Fellows, and here at the SSE itself. I’m delighted to celebrate 10 years of success with my old classmates and my current colleagues.”
Notes to editors


 Evaluation of the School for Social Entrepreneurs 1997-2007  by the New Economics Foundation (available from www.sse.org.uk as pdf or in hard copy on request)

2 For more information, including photos and interviews, please contact: Nick Temple 0208 981 0300 or 07968 810716






