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PRESS NOTICE: 40 London social entrepreneurs have 
lessons in the future of business for the G20

Whilst the leaders of the 20 leading nations congregate in London to discuss the future of business and achieving sustainable growth, 40 new social entrepreneurs will be showing what that future could look like. A future of social innovation, community ownership, fair trade, individual empowerment, triple bottom lines1 and genuinely sustainable growth.

Each of the 40 completes a year’s programme at the School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) today on Thursday April 2nd, a year of tailored support and development for them and the organisation they are establishing. They come from diverse backgrounds and work on a wide range of different projects. Kevin Brennan MP, Minister for the Third Sector, will congratulate the group at the event on their achievements. 

The students include:
1) Terry McDermott – is establishing the LARY project, the first specialist support organisation for the 1.5m people with voice problems in the UK
2) Nina Ross – leads and runs the Young Parents Project, which supports young parents through nutrition, diet, budgeting and one-to-one support
3) Kiran Nihalani – has set up Unspent Convictions CIC, which trains young people who have been through the criminal justice system on a campaigning skills programme 
SSE has been delivering personal and organisational development to individual social entrepreneurs since 1997, and has grown to a networked franchise of 7 centres around the UK. This is set to grow to 10 franchises in the forthcoming year as a result of a £500k investment from the Office of the Third Sector in its recent Third Sector Recession Action Plan.

The SSE Fellowship of social entrepreneurs who have completed programmes, now numbers over 400, with a further 150+ going through in the forthcoming year. The most recent independent evaluation of SSE’s work2 found that each SSE Fellow creates 3 jobs and 7 volunteering positions on average, whilst 90% experience a growth in confidence and skills to lead their organisation; as a result, 85% of those organisations are still in existence.

SSE Chief Executive Alastair Wilson says: “These new SSE Fellows continue to inspire me through their vision, innovation, adaptability, and persistence. They are true social entrepreneurs: driven by a social mission, which they pair with the entrepreneurial spirit and skills that allows them to change the lives of the people they work with and for. Congratulations to them all.”
-----------------------

Notes to editors


 Triple bottom line refers to the need to measure the economic, social and environmental impact of an organisation, and report against it.

2 Evaluation of the School for Social Entrepreneurs 1997-2007  by the New Economics Foundation (available from www.sse.org.uk as pdf or in hard copy on request)

3 For more information on SSE, including photos and interviews, please contact: Nick Temple 0208 981 0300 or 07968 810716; or nick.temple@sse.org.uk
