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Growing Community Enterprise in Wigan and Leigh

The School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE), an innovative new people powered learning programme is coming to Wigan and Leigh to support local residents to develop and grow businesses and projects that will benefit local communities. Local residents with a good business or project idea, passion and motivation are urged to come along to the SSE road shows to find out more about how SSE can help them.

Wigan Borough Partnership through the Communities and Local Governments’ Working Neighbourhoods’ Fund has funded 20 places on the all new SSE programme which starts in May 2010. The programme will run over 12 months in various community locations across Wigan and Leigh and will focus on ‘learning by doing.’

Cllr David Molyneux, Deputy Leader of Wigan Council and Cabinet Champion for Regeneration and the Environment said:

“The role of social entrepreneurship in the ongoing economic growth and community development of Wigan and Leigh has huge potential. The SSE will provide local entrepreneurs with the knowledge, tools and skills to develop and grow their business idea, something which we welcome with open arms. We are extremely excited to support such a programme which will most definitely enhance our economic and social development.”

The programme includes business coaching, mentoring support, study sessions and opportunities to learn from some of the country’s leading Social Entrepreneurs. Participants on the programme will also receive assistance when applying for funding and branding their business.”

Cathy Varley, Learning Manager for SSE said:

“This is the very first programme to come to Wigan and Leigh and we have seen some real potential for social entrepreneurship in this area that can truly be enhanced by the personal and business development support programme that we offer.”

To find out more information and gain some no obligation advice, or to enrol on the programme then please come along to one of these events at Leigh, Platt Bridge or Atherton:

· Leigh – 29th Monday March 10-12.30 

Higher Folds Community Centre, Stirling Close, WN7 2UB

· Platt Bridge – Tuesday 30th March 10-12.30 and 3-6pm 

Platt Bridge Community Zone, 81 Ribble Road, WN2 5EG

· Atherton – Wednesday 31st March 1-3pm 

Atherton Children’s Centre, Formby Avenue, M46 0HX

· Atherton - Tuesday 20th April, 1pm – 3pm 

Dorset Road Community Centre, Dorset Road, Atherton, M46 9PT

· Leigh – Thursday 22nd April from 10am – 1pm

Higher Folds Community Centre, Stirling Close, WN7 2UB

· Marsh Green – Thursday 22nd April from 2pm – 4pm 

Marsh Green Community Centre, Kitt Green Road, WN4 0EJ

Other road shows will be coming to your area throughout April 2010. Entrepreneurs interested in applying for the SSE Programme in Wigan and Leigh should contact Angela Stanley on angelastanley@blackburnehouse.co.uk or call 0151 709 4356.

End 

Follow School for Social Entrepreneurs on Twitter www.twitter.com/SchSocEnt 

Visit School for Social Entrepreneurs at www.sse.org.uk 

Editor Notes:

A little about School for Social Entrepreneurs…

· The School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) exists to provide training and opportunities to enable people to use their creative and entrepreneurial abilities more fully for social benefit. SSE supports individuals to set up new charities, social enterprises and social businesses across the UK. 

· The SSE runs practical learning programmes aimed at helping develop the individual entrepreneur and their organisation simultaneously: our approach, and belief, is that social change is people-powered, and that the most valuable assets and resources we have are human ones.

· Each programme combines specific elements designed to provide an intensive, complete package of support that meets the needs of social entrepreneurs. This person-centred approach has been independently proven to create sustainable, thriving organisations that provide significant, lasting social and economic impact.

· About Wigan & Leigh Programme

· SSE Liverpool are currently recruiting for the first ever SSE programme in Wigan and Leigh, with delivery of the programme due to start in May 2010. 

· The programme is funded by Wigan Borough Council and places are available to residents of Wigan and Leigh who are thinking of or running their own social enterprise. 

· History of SSE

· The school was founded in 1997 by Michael Young (Lord Young of Dartington); a social innovator who’d previously launched the Consumers' Association, the Open University and around 40 other organisations. 

· Following successful Millennium Awards programmes around the UK, the SSE expanded outside its base in Bethnal Green, London, and the network of SSEs around the UK continues to grow. Over 430 SSE Fellows have completed programmes around the country.

· SSE is a registered charity (1085465) and a company limited by guarantee (3900741).

· To arrange interviews or to request any further information or visuals, please contact 

· Clare Bates, PR Account Manager on 0151 707 0427 / 07545099649 or email clare@agentmarketing.co.uk [image: image1.png]
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